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SUBJECT: ECOSOC: COMMITTEE ON HOUSING BUILDING AND 
PLANNING - SOV RESOLUTION 

REFS: (A) GENEVA 5616, (B) GENEVA 5464, (C) STATE 206072, 

(D) STATE 194560 

1. U.S. DELEGATION SHOULD ABSTAIN IF SOVIET RES (REF A) IS 
BROUGHT TO VOTE. 

2. FOLLOWING POINTS SHOULD BE MADE IN LOW KEY EXPLANATION 
OF VOTE OR IN DEBATE, IF DELEGATION JUDGES SITUATION IS 
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(A) WE BELIEVE THAT GROWING NEEDS OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
DESERVE HIGH PRIORITY AMONG THE MANY DEMANDS MADE ON 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM. WE ARE 
GIVING URBAN PROBLEMS INCREASING ATTENTION IN OUR BILATERAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

(B) THE SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR REDUCTION OF MILITARY BUDGETS 
HAS BEEN INSCRIBED ON THE AGENDA OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND WILL PROBABLY BE DEBATED IN A FEW WEEKS. THE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSING BUILDING AND PLANNING IS NOT THE FORUM FOR A 
CONSIDERATION OF THIS ISSUE AND IT IS PREMATURE FOR THE 
COMMITTEE TO BASE A RESOLUTION ON THE HYPOTHETICAL OUTCOME 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEBATE. 

(C) WE DO NOT AGREE WITH A REQUEST TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
TO ENGAGE IN CONSULTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO A SUBJECT WHICH 
HAS STILL TO BE CLARIFIED AND ACTED UPON BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

FYI. WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS VERY UNLIKELY THE GA WILL 
SUCCEED IN PASSING A RESOLUTION RESULTING IN ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS FOR DEVELOPMENT DERIVED FROM ARMS REDUCTIONS AND 
THAT THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING BUILDING AND PLANNING SHOULD, 
THEREFORE, SPEND ITS ENERGIES ON MORE VIABLE PROPOSALS. KISSINGER 
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